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PREFACE. 


The increasing demand for reliable information concerning the various grasses 
used in this country, either as fodder or forage, has induced me to collect materials for 
the preparation of a work embodying all the available information on this very important 

subject. 

This volume of Plates is now offered as a contribution towards a better knowledge 
of some of the more important fodder grasses occurring on the plains of Northern India. 

The Plates are nature-printed impressions, executed by a process winch has lately 
been brought to a state of great perfection by Mr. T. D. Bona, Superintendent of the 
Thomason College Press, Roorkee. One obvj^s advantage of this process is that it does 
away with the necessity of preparing drawings as for ordinary lithography, except of 
course in cases where anatomical dissections are required to be given. I can fully testify 
to the accuracy of these Plates; and in the majority of them Mr. Bona has succeeded ad¬ 
mirably in securing the characteristic habit of the plant. I am very much indebted to 
him for the care and trouble he has taken with them. 

Vernacular names have been given in cases only where the adoption of such 
names has been found to extend over any considerable area. All merely local names 
will find a place in the descriptive letterpress, which I hope to have ready by next cold 

season. 


Government Botanical Gardens : 
Saharanpur, 

1st April, 1886. 
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HETEROPOGON CONTORTUS, 
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APLUDA ARISTATA, 

Vern .—Gandhi (2), murmuru. 
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Vern.— Lamb. 
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CYNODON DACTYLON, Pers. » 

Vern.— Dvb , khabbal , talla, n 
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Vein.— Makra, madhana. 
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Var. brachystachya. I'a <k * * 
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